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INTRODUCTION
This
bibl
iogr
aphy
lists
repo
rts
prod
uced
as a
resul
t of
the
Grea
t L
akes
Wate
r
Quality Agreements of 1972, 1978 and the Protocol amending the 1978 Agreement.
It is intended to assist researchers, librarians and others interested in Great Lakes
water quality.
Article VII, Section 3 charges the Commission to "make a full report no less
frequently than biennially concerning progress toward the achievement of the
General and Specific Objectives including, as appropriate, matters related to
Annexes to [the] Agreement. [The] report shall include an assessment of the
effectiveness of the programs and other measures undertaken pursuant to [the]
Agreement, and advice and recommendations." In alternate years, the Commission
may at any time make special reports to the Parties, to the State and Provincial
Governments and to the public concerning any problem of water quality in the
Great Lakes system.
The Commission may at its discretion publish any report, statement or other
document prepared by it in the discharge of its functions.
Further reports are prepared by the boards and groups as necessary; these are
published as are the proceedings of workshops and symposia. The Great Lakes
Regional Office coordinates the publication of all reports.
   
INTERMTIONAL JOINT COMMISSION
The Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 between the United States and Canada
established the International Joint Commission, a binational body with three
members appointed by eachcountry, which acts as a single unit, reaching decisions
by simple majority. Though the Treaty was entered into primarily to prevent
disputes regarding the use of boundary waters and to provide for the adjustment
and settlement of questions arising between the two countries along their common
frontier, it has provided the framework for cooperation on questions relating to air
and water pollution and the regulation of water levels and flows.
The Commission issues Orders of Approval in response to Applications for the use,
obstruction or diversion of waters that ﬂow along, and in certain cases across, the
boundary if such uses would affect the natural water levels or flows on the other
side. ~
The Commission also undertakes investigations of specific issues, or monitors
situations, when requested by Governments. Implementation of IJC
recommendations made under such References is at the discretion of the two
Governments. The Commissioners act as a single body seekingcommon solutions
rather than as separate national delegates representing the positions of their
Governments.
Experts from both countries serve on technical boards for the Commission and
carry out the required studies and field work. Boards of Control are appointed by
the IJC to report on compliance with Orders of Approval, while study or advisory
boards assist in References. Public hearings and other opportunities for input by
interested citizens are organized when Applications and References are considered.
The IJC recommendations were generally accepted by the Governments, and a
principal outcome was the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement which was signed
by the Prime Minister of Canada and the President of the United States on April
15th, 1972.
Six years later, on November 22, 1978, a revision to the 1972 Agreement was
signed. It provided new programs and more stringent goals. The concept of a
Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem was adopted, recognizing that water quality depends
on the interplay of air, land, water and living organisms, including man, within the
system. This action led to more comprehensive assessments of the Great Lakes
clean up effort.
In 1987, at the Commission’s Biennial Meeting, the Governments signed a Protocol
to the 1978 Agreement, which essentially aims to strengthen the programs, practices
and technology described in the 1978 Agreement and to increase accountability for
their implementation. Timetables are set for implementation of specific programs.
The Parties will meet biennially to discuss progress and report periodically to the
2
  
 IJC. New annexes address atmospheric deposition of toxic pollutants, contaminated
sediments, groundwater and nonpoint sources of pollution. Annexes are also added
to incorporate the development and implementation of remedial action plans for
Areas of Concern and lakewide management plans to control critical pollutants.
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION REPORTS TO THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA
International Joint Commission. Report on Great Lakes Water Quality for 1972.
Washington and Ottawa, July 1973, 30 pp.
International Joint Commission. Second Annual Report on Great Lakes Water
Quality. Washington and Ottawa, 1974, 18 pp.
International Joint Commission. Third Annual Report 1974: Great Lakes Water
Qualig. Washington and Ottawa, December 1975, 24 pp.
International Joint Commission. Fourth Annual Report: Great Lakes Water
Quality. Washington and Ottawa, December 1976, 4 pp.
International Joint Commission. Fifth Annual Report: Great Lakes Water Quality.
Washington and Ottawa, 1977, 10 pp.
International Joint Commission. Sixth Annual Report: Great Lakes Water Quality.
Washington and Ottawa, 1979, 28 pp.
International Joint Commission. Seventh Annual Report: Great Lakes Water
Quality. Washington and Ottawa, 1980, 101 pp.
SPECIAL REPORTS
International Joint Commission. A Special Report on Various Provisions of the
Great Lakes Water Qualig Agreement. Washington and Ottawa, February 1977,
7 pp.
International Joint Commission. New and Revised Water uali Ob'ectives.
Vol 1. Washington and Ottawa, May 1977, 55 pp.
International Joint Commission. New and Revised Water uali Ob'ectives.
Vol 2. Washington and Ottawa, 1977, 155 pp.
International Joint Commission. Water ualit of the U er Great Lakes.
Washington and Ottawa, June 1979, 100 pp.
International Joint Commission. Pollution in the Great Lakes Basin from Land
Use Activities, An IJC Report to the Governments of the United States and
Canada. Windsor, Ontario, March 1980, 141 pp.
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Windsor, Ontario, February 1978, 84 pp.
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, f
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International Joint Commission. 70 Years of Accomplishment: Report for Years
1978-1979. Washington and Ottawa, [1980], 64 pp.
Commission mixte internationale. Accord sur la qualité de l’eau dans les Grands
lacs 1978. Windsor, Ontario, 1981, 22 pp.
International Joint Commission. Interim Report Under the Great Lakes Water
Qualig Agreement. Ottawa and Washington, 1981, 11 pp.
International Joint Commission. Special Report Under the 1978 Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement on Pollution in the Niagara River. Ottawa and
Washington, January 1981, 10 pp.
International Joint Commission. Supplemental Report‘Under the Reference on
Pollution in the Great Lakes System from Land Use Activities. Ottawa and
Washington, January 1981, 24 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Main Report. Report to the International Joint Commission Under the Reference
of February 21, 1977. [International Joint Commission, Washington and Ottawa],
1981, 231 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix A: Regulation, Vol. 1, Lake Regulation. Report to the International
Joint Commission Under the Reference of February 21, 1977. [International Joint
Commission, Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 91 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix A: Regulation, Vol. 2, Coordinated Basic Data and Computer Programs.
Report to the International Joint Commission Under the Reference of February
21, 1977. [International Joint Commission, Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 375 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix B: Regulatory Works. Report to the International Joint Commission
Under the Reference of February 21, 1977. [International Joint Commission,
Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 133 pp.
 International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix C: Coastal Zone. Report to the International Joint Commission Under
the Reference of 21 February 1977. [International Joint Commission, Washington
and Ottawa], 1981, 200 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix D: Commercial Navigation. Report to the International Joint
Commission Under the Reference of 21 February 1977. [International Joint
Commission, Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 141 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix E: Power. Report to the International Joint Commission Under the
Reference of 21 February 1977. [International Joint Commission, Washington and
Ottawa], 1981, 116 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix F: Environmental Effects. Report to the International Joint Commission
Under the Reference of 21 February 1977. [International Joint Commission,
Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 250 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Study.
Appendix G: Recreational Beaches and Boating. Report to the International Joint
Commission Under the Reference of 21 February 1977. [International Joint
Commission, Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 252 pp.
International Lake Erie Regulation Study Board. Lake Erie Water Level Studv.
Appendix H: Public Information Program. Report to the International Joint
Commission Under the Reference of 21 February 1977. [International Joint
Commission, Washington and Ottawa], 1981, 375 pp.
International Joint Commission. First Biennial Report Under the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement of 1978. Washington and Ottawa, 1982, 31 pp.
International Joint Commission. Addendum to the First Biennial Report Under the
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978. Washington and Ottawa, August
1982, 36 pp.
International Joint Commission. 1980 Annual Report. [Activities Report]
Washington and Ottawa, 1982, 43 pp.
International Joint Commission. Report to December 1982. [Washington and
Ottawa], 1983, 35 pp.
Commission mixte internationale. Rapport au 31 décembre 1982. [WaShington
and Ottawa], 1983, 37 pp. -
  
International Joint Commission. Third Biennial Report Under the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement of 1978 to the Governments of the United States and
Canada and the States and Provinces of the Great Lakes Basin. [washington and
Ottawa], December 1986, 45 pp.
International Joint Commission. Toward a Transboundary Monitoring Network:
A Continuing Binational aploration. Proceedings of a Workshop Convened by the
International Joint Commission, Canada and U.S.A. and Relata Assembled During
the Editing Process. 2 vols. Peter T. Haug, Bruce L. Bandurski and Andrew L.
Hamilton, eds. [Washington and Ottawa], June 1986, 769 pp.
Great Lakes Water Levels Task Force. Summary. [Presented] to the International
Joint Commission. [Washington and Ottawa], October 1987, 26 pp.
Groupe d’étude des niveaux des Grands lacs. Sommaire. Présenté a la
Commission mixte intemationale. [Washington et Ottawa], octobre 1987, 26 pp.
Background Paper to the Plan of Study Concerning the Reference on Fluctuating
Water Levels in the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence River Basin. A Proposal from the
Project Executive to the Project Steering Committee. [Washington and Ottawa],
November 1987, 13 pp.
Great Lakes Water Levels Task Force. Report on Potential Measures to Alleviate
Problems Created by Current High Lake Levels. Task 1: Lake Superior Storage.
[Presented] to the International Joint Commission. [Washington and Ottawa],
October 1987, 68 pp. and addenda.
Great Lakes Water Levels Task Force. Report on Potential Measures to Alleviate
Problems Created by Current High Levels of the Great Lakes. Task 2: Lake
OntarioZSt. Lawrence River. [Presented] to the International Joint Commission.
[Washington and Ottawa], October 1987, 26 pp.
Great Lakes Water Levels Task Force. Report on Potential Measures to Alleviate
Problems Created by Current High Lake Levels. Task 3: Diversions Management.
[Presented] to the International Joint Commission. [Washington and Ottawa],
September 1987, 22 pp. and appendices.
Great Lakes Water Levels Task Force. Report on Potential Measures to Alleviate
Problems Created by Current High Lake Levels. Task 4: Niagara River.
[Presented] to the International Joint Commission.
[Washington and Ottawa],
October 1987, 29 pp.
 
Great Lakes Water Levels Task Force. Report on Potential Measures to Alleviate
Problems Created by Current High Lake Levels. Task 5: St. ClairZQetroit Rivers.
[Presented] to the International Joint Commission. [Washington and Ottawa],
October 1987, 27 pp.
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Great Lakes Water Quality Board. Great Lakes Water Quality 1976, Fifth Annual
Report to the International Joint Commission. Windsor, Ontario, July 1977, 72 pp.
Appendix A: Annual Report of the Water Quality Objectives Subcommittee and
the Task Force on the Scientific Basis for Water Qualitv Criteria to the
Im lementation Committee of the Great Lakes Water uali Board and to the
Great Lakes Research Advisory Board. Windsor, Ontario, June 1977, 83 pp.
Appendix B: Annual Report of the Surveillance Subcommittee to the
Implementation Committee, Great Lakes Water Qualig Board. Windsor, Ontario,
June 1977, 134 pp.
Appendix C: Annual Report of the Remedial Programs Subcommittee to the
Im lementation Committee Great Lakes Water uali Board. WindsOr, Ontario,
June 1977.
Appendix D: Annual Report of the Radioactivity Subcommittee to the
Im lementation Committee Great Lakes Water uali Board. Windsor, Ontario,
July 1977, 44 pp.
Appendix E: Status Report on the Persistent Toxic Pollutants in the Lake Ontario
Basin. Presented to the Great Lakes Water Quality Board by the Implementation
Committee. Windsor, Ontario, December 1976. (Updated January 1977), 95 pp.
 
Great Lakes Water Quality Board. Great Lakes Water uali Sixth Annual
Report to the International Joint Commission. Windsor, Ontario, July 1978, 89 pp.
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 Appendix B: Annual Report of the Surveillance Subcommittee to the
Implementation Committee, Great Lakes Water Qualigg Board. Windsor, Ontario,
July 1978, 110 pp.
Appendix C: Annual Report of the Remedial Proglgams Subcommittee to the
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 GREAT LAKES REGIONAL OFFICE
Under the 1972 Agreement the International Joint Commission was given authority
to establish a regional ofﬁce to assist the Commission and the two Boards in the
discharge of the functions of providing administrative support and technical
assistance for the Water Quality Board and the Science Advisory Board and their
sub-organizations. A public information service for the programs, including public
hearings, is also undertaken by the Commission and its Boards.
Under the 1978 Agreement, the Regional Office, on behalf of organizations,
continues to compile and disseminate data; prepare and distribute reports; provide
library services; organize and staff workshops and conferences; perform liaison with
media, organizations and citizens; provide information to the public; perform special
studies and provide secretariat support.
The Office coordinates the Biennial Meeting at which the Agreement bodies
formally report to the Commission. This meeting is open to the public. The office
publication Focus on International Joint Commission Activities is available three
times per year and deals primarily with the ecosystem quality of the Great Lakes.
SPECIAL REPORT
Great Lakes Regional Office. Municipal Phosphorus Loadings to Lake Erie, An
Evaluation Study Prepared for the Great Lakes Water Quality Board. [Windsor,
Ontario], December 1975, 35 pp.
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